paper. We do not know the date of his death, nor do we know where he learnt his art. In one of his writings he describes himself as " chirurgus inter medicos," and in another as " cirurgicorum minimus "; but he was evidently in extensive practice and his writings cover a very large field. Perhaps his best work was on fistula-in-ano, piles and rectal cancer. This displays great powers of observation and is well documented with case records. It is decidedly original. The same cannot be said of his treatise on the cure of the eyes; it is for the most part a compilation from the work of others, notably Lanfranc. Ophthalmologically it is worthless, but not without interest.
We know of two early manuscripts of this booklet. The first is in Latin and is in the Sloane collection at the British Museum (Sloane Ms. 75, fol. 145) . It is considered as belonging to the early part of the fifteenth century. The second is a fifteenth century Ms. in English at Emmanuel College, Cambridge (Ms. Western, 69, fol. 65). The latter was copied by Sir D'Arcy Power and was alluded to by him in a paper on Arderne's works read at the Seventeenth International Congress of Medicine in London in August 1913. This copy is now in the library of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. Although the two texts agree in their sense to a large extent they are by no means the same. The Latin text gives us Arderne's own statement that he wrote the treatise in the year 1377 when he was seventy years of age; this is not found in the English Ms., nor is the arrangement of the subject matter quite similar.
A brief abstract of the contents of the Latin text was given in my " Studies in the History of Ophthalmology in England prior to 1800," and may be epitomised at this point with advantage.
The title is de cura oculorum. In the first place is given the method of preparation of a collyrium for sick eyes due either to injury or flux of humours. Then follows the account of an emplastrum; the contents of the latter are the white of a raw egg well beaten up, to which is added a half part of rose water and a like amount of woman's milk with the weight of a penny or a halfpenny of crocus. Next there is a paragraph on swelling and discharge. Arderne makes a great point of purgation by means of " the pills without which I would not like to be." An apple poultice and the bramble collyrium called redebrerecropys, epatica and oil of roses are recommended; and then comes a long paragraph on the excellencies of tutty. This is followed by the views of John of Damascus on hot and cold causes of disease and the good results obtained by means of general treatment with the ierapige of Galen, both of which occur in the English Ms. Lippi-The English MIs. has no title. At the bottom of a page which deals with the treatment of orchitis Arderne suddenly bursts into a description of the use of tutty in sore eyes. In printing the Ms. I have tried to keep as close to the original as possible but an exact reproduction would have necessitated the use of a special fount of type. The writer has no method in his spelling and we find the same word spelt in a variety of ways in different parts of the Mls., but this is of course common in all such early manuscripts. The writer's " yzene, yze, yene " all mean eyes. " Th at the beginning of a word such as " the " is rendered by a sign which looks like a cross between a capital " D " and a capital " V." After much cogitation I have decided in most instances to print it " D '' " tl' " in the middle of a word is printed " d," as "fader" for "father" ; "th" at the end of a word I have printed "th-." "In de weche" will be easily recognised as "in the wllich,'' but " dus " for " thus " looks odd and I hope that readers will be able to mnake out the sense. The ampersand is given as in the original. The letter " g " is often written " y," e.g., " ey " or eve '' means It egg.'" You find the same spelling in Chaucer. It has often struck us that more use might be made in the teaching of ophthalmology of gatherings at stated intervals, say once a week, at which a subject is propounded and discussed by the students. Such meetings used to be held, we believe, in the Mayo Clinic in general surgery, and each student in turn would propose some question for discussion. Something similar to the " Moots," those post-prandial meetings for the cracking of legal nuts, which
